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Paris and Strasbourg, France, May 11, 2021 - 5.45 pm 
 
 
PRESS RELEASE 
  
 
Eramet and Électricité de Strasbourg (ÉS) announce the success of the first pilot 
test to extract lithium from geothermal brine in Alsace, France 
 
This is a world first in the field of lithium: the Eramet group, in partnership with Electricité de 
Strasbourg, has succeeded in extracting lithium from geothermal brine during pilot-scale tests 
conducted early 2021 at the Rittershoffen geothermal power plant (northern Alsace), which has 
been operated by ÉS for the past five years.   
 
Eramet's teams used the groundbreaking direct lithium extraction process developed as part of 
its Centenario Lithium project, which aims to extract lithium from the brines contained in a salar 
in Argentina. This process, for which several patents have been granted, is based on an 
innovative material developed by Eramet and IFP Energies nouvelles (IFPEN). It has been 
adapted to work with hot brines under the pressure conditions used to produce heat and electricity 
in the Rhine Rift Valley. 
 
This is a major step forward for the European Geothermal Lithium Brine (EuGeLi) project, headed 
by Eramet and Electricité de Strasbourg, along with BRGM, IFPEN and BASF, and which receives 
European funding from EIT-Raw Materials. The purpose of EuGeLi is to exploit the geothermal 
brines of the Franco-German basin. 
 
Launched in 2019, EuGeLi is set to expand in 2021 with the scaling up of the extraction process 
in order to produce lithium carbonate, an essential component of lithium-ion batteries. The lithium 
market is experiencing very strong demand due to the rapid growth of the electric vehicles market 
and energy storage applications for intermittent renewable energies. By the end of the year, this 
program should make it possible to assess the economic potential of geothermal lithium 
extraction. 

 
From Eramet’s standpoint, “this initial extraction of lithium from geothermal sources confirms the 
technical potential of this process, which could ultimately be instrumental in the crucial task of 
securing the raw materials essential to Europe’s energy transition.” 
 
For its part, Électricité de Strasbourg points out that “this successful exploitation of geothermal 
resources from its production sites further validates its vision for the responsible development of 
renewable energies in Alsace.”   
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ABOUT ERAMET 

Eramet, a global mining and metallurgical group, is a key player in the extraction and valorisation of metals 
(manganese, nickel, mineral sands) and the elaboration and processing of alloys with a high added value 
(high-speed steels, high-performance steels, superalloys, aluminium and titanium alloys). 

The Group supports the energy transition by developing activities with high growth potential activities, 
including lithium and recycling.  

Eramet positions itself as the privileged partner of its customers in sectors that include carbon and stainless 
steel, aerospace, pigments, energy, and new battery generations. 

Building on its operating excellence, the quality of its investments and the expertise of its employees, the 
Group leverages an industrial, managerial and societal model that is virtuous and value-accretive. As a 
contributive corporate citizen, Eramet strives for a sustainable and responsible industry. 

Eramet employs more than 13,000 people in 20 countries, with turnover of more than €3.5 billion in 2020. 
 
For further information, go to www.eramet.com 
 
 
 
ABOUT ELECTRICITE DE STRASBOURG 
 
As the leading regional energy company, ÉS is a group that has been strongly established in Alsace for 
over 120 years. Through its four activities: electricity distribution, energy supply, energy services and 
renewable energies, ÉS is committed to the energy transition and the economic performance of its region. 
The Group's 2020 revenue is €741 million, and the company employs more than 1,300 people. 
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